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Big Things Come from Mustard Seeds

Small things can trick us.  When something is small in size, 
scope, or perceived impact, we can think it’s unimportant.  But, 
sometimes the smallest things are the most important things.

Jesus told a small parable to his disciples about how the 
Kingdom of God grows:  “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain 
of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field.  It is 
the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than 
all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of 
the air come and make nests in its branches” (Matt. 13:31-32).

A mustard seed is extremely small—about the size of a pencil 
point, 1-2 millimeters in diameter.  Yet, that small seed grows 
into a large bush/tree.  Jesus uses this analogy of how 
something grows from small beginnings to a big end result to 
teach us about how the Kingdom of God grows.  It grows from 
small beginnings.

This truth must have encouraged the disciples who probably 
looked at their own small band and wondered how anything 
world-changing could come from them.  This truth also 
encourages us.  God uses small beginnings to grow the 
Kingdom of his Son, and so we see the truth about the “small” 
tasks we are doing for him.

What we call small, God calls important.  Praying with our 
children, teaching Sunday school, supporting missionaries, 
befriending visitors at church, helping in the nursery, visiting 
friends who can’t get out, helping on Wednesday nights, 
volunteering at Vacation Bible School, helping with Meals on 
Wheels, helping with music in the worship service, volunteering 
at the Lighthouse—the list of important tasks is endless.  The 
trick is to see those “small tasks” as important—to see them 
how God sees them.  That’s what Jesus’ parable teaches us.  
Tasks we do in his kingdom may be small, but they are 
important.  In fact, that’s how his kingdom grows.  Be 
encouraged.  You are growing his kingdom through your “small” 
tasks!

Love,

Pastor Scott
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June Helpers 

Sermonette 

June 4 - Renee Langvardt 

June 11 - Brandon Lee 

June 18 - Kim Woellhof  

June 25 - Deb Moon 

Hosts for Coffee 

June 4 - Scott & Deb Millette 

June 11 - Karen Bryan 

June 18 - Stuart & Carolyn 
Buchmann 

June 25 - Twila Reed & Shirley 
Ham 

Greeters 

June 4 - Don & Twila Reed 

June 11 - Gary & Chris Matteson 

June 18 - Twila Reed & Shirley 
Ham 

June 25 - Shirley Ham 

Nursery Assistant 

June 4 - April L. & Kathryn D. 

June 11 - Angie F. & Jae P. 

June 18 - Mandy E. & Grace D. 

June 25 - Karen B. & Spencer P. 

Deacon:  Shirley Ham 

PRESBYTERIAN PROGRESS 
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June Youth Group Schedule 
May 31 - June 5 - Drew graduating from Bethel Seminary in San Diego 
June 4 - No Youth Group 
June 11 - Combined MS and HS - Annual Color Wars @ Idana, 5-7pm 
June 18 - No Youth Group - Father’s Day 
June 25 - Combined MS and HS Youth Group - S’mores, lawn games, and 
      Jesus @ Idana, 5-7pm 
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June Birthdays 

3 - Chris Matteson 

4 - Leanna Partridge 

5 - Luke Lingle 

6 - Phil Blake 

6 - Jody Girton 

8 - Randy Wagner 

9 - Laurel Affolter 

11 - Sue Bebermeyer 

11 - Don Reed 

12 - Arden Alstatt 

14 - Mark Allen Lippe 

16 - Kris Cyr 

16 - Celisa Reding 

16 - Mike Spicer 

19 - Doretha Frigon 

19 - Carter Graham 

20 - Arlan Chestnut 

20 - Maci Jefferis 

21 - Kate Hoffman 

23 - Michael Brownell 

23 - Wanda Fowles 

23 - Hudson Lingle  

27 - Cynthia Absmeier 

29 - Keegan Brownell 

June Mission Focus 

Alison is an EPC missionary 
serving in South Asia. She 
would like prayers for:


-Increased intimacy with God 
and devotion to Jesus that 
would enable her to go deeper 
with him in her personal 
spiritual walk, listen to his voice, 
and follow what he says. 

-Open doors in this region to 
work with women and families 
around issues of healing and 
trauma. 

-God’s leading in teaching me 
how to pray both for individuals 
and nations to be changed by 
the power and love of God 
through Christ Jesus. 

-Divine appointments with 
“women of peace” who are 
hungry to know Jesus. 

A Note of Thanks 
Thank you, Pastor Scott and 
all of our church friends, for 

your love and support 
through the loss of our loved 

one. We are so blessed.  
The family of Oran Erickson

Thank You 
On June 3rd I will be walking across the stage at Bethel Seminary in San 

Diego as I graduate with my Masters of Divinity. I wanted to take a 
moment and thank the First Presbyterian Church family. Seminary has 
not been easy for me. As times the Youth Group and my family have 

suffered because of it. Without the support of  First Presbyterian 
Church and Idana Presbyterian Church, I would not have made it 

through. Thank you for allowing me the time to study. Thank you for 
your grace and understanding. Thank you for your support. Thank you 
for your frequent words of encouragement. I would especially like to 

thank Celisa and Emersyn. They sacrificed more than anyone as I 
pursued my seminary education. 

Drew

Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone 
for their support and love in the 
form of cards and delicious food, 
as well as thoughts and prayers as 
Linda underwent her surgery in 

April.  
Having the prayers of our fellow 
believers and friends spoken to 

The Great Physician on our behalf 
has brought us unspeakable peace 

and comfort during this time.  
With love and thanks,  
Sam and Linda Gibbs
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Community Church Camp Update - June 2017 
 
The Community Church Camp Committee has MORE GOOD NEWS. As of May 8, 
we were within $500 of funding ALL 75 scholarship applicants.  Only three weeks 
ago, we were $5,000 short. Now that’s amazing! We are so grateful to the 
community for responding to our need. We have many stories on how the Lord has 
led us on this journey and provided good people to assist us in accomplishing the 
task. Not only has He led others to step up to our funding needs but they are 

registering these students to their respective camps and providing the much needed transportation to and from 
those camps. We are in the process of making arrangements and paying the camp registration fees. The first 
camp starts May 29th. There are students attending 12 different camps offered by 5 different denominations. 
Members of most, if not all, churches in the community are assisting in this effort. The Committee itself is made 
up of 9 present members and 2 past members which represent 7 different denominations in our community. This 
is truly a community leading “Kids to Christ”. Thank You! 

Community Church Camp Committee, P.O. Box 118, Clay Center, KS 67432      
Text/Call Alan @ 632-7523   or   email: arjohn@eaglecom.net   
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Financial Stewardship Update  
April General Fund Income: $20,413.26

April Expenses: $19,154.22

Amount Needed Each Month to Meet Projected Budget: $20,121.67

Vacation Bible School
Holy Land Adventures: Paul and the 

Underground Church

Where: Idana Presbyterian Church
When: Tuesday, May 30-Friday, June 2, 9:00-11:30 AM
Ages: 3 years-5th grade
Register:  632-2813
Transportation is available from First Presbyterian daily 
at 8:30 AM

Join us for an exciting week!

Coffee Time Dates Available 
If you would be available to host 
Coffee Time, there is a sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board. We 

are very appreciative to those who 
help out with Coffee Time each 

week. 
First Presbyterian Deacons

Community Church Camp 
Committee Fundraisers

Fundraising Meal at Clay Center United 
Methodist Church, May 31, 2017 @ 

5:30pm:
BBQ Pork/Beef, beans, chips, and dessert. 
Freewill donation with all proceeds going 

toward Camp Fund. 

Clay Center Independence Day 
Celebration, July 3, 2017 until 7pm:

Bounce houses for younger kids on the 
Courthouse lawn. All proceeds go toward 

Camp Fund. 

Any funds collected that exceed what is 
needed to pay for the current year’s 

camper registrations is held over to help 
pay for the next year’s campers. We are so 

grateful for the community’s support!

mailto:arjohn@eaglecom.net
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FPC Kids Corner
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