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Back to School

The new school year has begun!  Pencils, pens, 
notebooks, crayons, scissors, and glue are all ready to 
do their work.  Yellow buses are running their routes 
again.  Kids are walking to school with their backpacks 
strapped on.  The empty school buildings of summer are 
now teeming with students.  Teachers are back in their 
freshly decorated classrooms.  It’s an exciting time. 

All of this activity serves the main purpose of heading 
back to school—learning.  We hope our children will learn 
a great deal at school.  And, we hope they learn more 
than just facts.  We certainly want them to gain 
knowledge, but at the same time, we want them to grow 
emotionally and socially.  We want them to become good 
thinkers, to blossom creatively, and to thrive physically.  
We want them to gain wisdom.  We want them to grow in 
every area of what it means to be human.

This goal of learning isn’t just for children and youth.  It’s 
for 30 year olds and 80 year olds too.  As is the case with 
our children, we want to learn more than just facts and 
content.  We want to grow in every area of what it means 
to be human and to be created in the image of God.  So, 
we come to Jesus, our teacher, the one who invites us to 
be his students.  “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls” (Mt 11:29).  In our minds and spirits, 
let’s head back to school just as the kids are.  Let’s sit at 
the feet of Christ and make him the teacher in every area 
of our lives.

Love,

Pastor Scott
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September Helpers 

Sermonette 

Sept 3 - Anna Knepper 

Sept 10 - Teresa Erickson 

Sept 17 - Sue Bebermeyer 

Sept 24 - Nicole Graham 

Hosts for Coffee 

Sept 3 -Hannah Byers 

Sept 10 - Karen Bryan 

Sept 17 - Hannah Byers 

Sept 24 - Nicole Graham 

Greeters 

Sept 3 - Charissa Chestnut 

Sept 10 - Karen Bryan 

Sept 17 - Mason Chestnut 

Sept 24 - Hartner Family 

Nursery Assistant 

Sept 3 - April L. & Simon L. 

Sept 10 - Angie F. & Kathryn D. 

Sept 17 - Anna K. & Jae P. 

Sept 24 - Mandy E. & Grace D. 

Deacon:  Hannah Byers 

PRESBYTERIAN PROGRESS 
602 Clarke St., Clay Center, KS 67432
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September Birthdays 

2 - Bev Fraser 

5 - Neill Hundley 

5 - Judy Lippe 

6 - Kenny Hartner 

6 - Jane Ross 

9 - Herman Lippert 

11 - April Lingle 

11 - Margaret Toburen 

15 - Renee Langvardt 

17 - Michael Kopfer 

18 - Rael Bloom  

21 - Donna Girton 

23 - Ruby Day 

25 - Ray Frigon 

25 - Tillman Hartner 

27 - Warrene Blake  

28 - Dorothy Gerardy 

*If you have any additions or 
corrections to the monthly birthday 
list, please contact the church office 

at 785.632.2813. 

September Mission Focus 
April is an EPC missionary serving in Mid-Asia. She would like 

prayers for:

• Her move to a new field and team.

• Grace for new language learning and healthy community. 

• For messengers to be sent to unreached peoples in the Persian 

World.

• For East Asians preparing to serve cross-culturally.

• Women workers to receive soul care, so they may thrive and 

testify to God’s love.


Youth Group News 
We are changing things up for Youth Group this fall. Middle School Youth 

Group will be held on Wednesday nights, from 5:30-7pm. High School 
Youth Group will meet on Sunday nights, from 5:30-7pm. 

Throughout the month of September, we will be working through a series 
called, “We Don’t Talk Anymore.” This is a three-week series on 

developing a growing relationship with Jesus by joining the conversation 
with Him through drawing near, prayer, and reading the Bible. 

September Youth Group Schedule 
September 6 - Middle School Youth Group 
September 10 - High School Youth Group 

September 13 -Middle School Youth Group        
September 16 - Young Adults Group 

September 17 - High School Youth Group 
September 20 - Middle School Youth Group 
September 24 - High School Youth Group 

September 27 - See You at the Pole 
September 27 - Middle School Youth Group 

September 29 - Homecoming 
September 30 - Piotique

Young Adults Group 

Are you between the ages of 18 and 30 and looking for your place in the 
church? We have heard you and will be starting a Young Adults Group! 

It will be held once a month at our house, typically on the third 
Saturday of each month, at 6:30pm. 

There will be dinner, a Bible Study, and time to fellowship with those 
your own age. If you have any questions, please contact Drew, Celisa, 

or Charissa Chestnut. 
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Financial Stewardship Update  
July General Fund Income: $19,204.13

July Expenses: $15,552.62
Amount Needed Each Month to Meet Projected Budget: $20,121.67

Coffee Time Dates Available 
If you would be available to host Coffee Time, there is a sign up sheet 
on the bulletin board. We are very appreciative to those who help out 

with Coffee Time each week. 
First Presbyterian Deacons

“Transforming Grace” Sponsorship 
Dates Available 

The dates listed below are open if you would 
like to sponsor “Transforming Grace,” First 

Presbyterian Church’s radio ministry on 
KCLY. The cost is $35 per Sunday. 

September 10, 2017
October 15, 2017 
October 22, 2017

Ten Reasons to Bring Your Child to Sunday School

1. Age Targeted Teaching: Where else can your kids Biblical instruction that’s focused toward their 
developmental abilities?

2. Friends: In Sunday School, your child will build positive friendships with their peers by discovering God’s 
Word together. 

3. It’s Fun: Sunday School is not Disney Land, but our teachers do work hard to teach the Bible in ways that 
are relevant and fun for kids. 

4. Spiritual Mentors: A dedicated teacher can be a Christian role model who supports you and helps inspire 
the faith of your child.

5. Systematic Bible Learning: Our curriculum is designed to give a broad foundation, so children will 
understand how all the parts of Scripture points to Christ.

6. Praying Teachers: Our teachers consistently pray for your child’s faith to grow. Coming to Sunday School 
gives another occasion for God to answer those requests.

7. Big Reward For a Small Investment: If you’re already coming to church, just come a little earlier. That one 
change will equal over 800 hours of additional Christian teaching before your child graduates. 

8. Send the Right Message: Making Sunday School a priority shows your kids that God’s Word really does 
matter more than pillow-time.

9. Adult Bible Fellowship: While the children enjoy their class, you can fellowship with other adults in your 
own Bible study group.

10. You’ll Be on Time: Families who come to Sunday School always get to Worship on time. It’s the easiest way 
to avoid being late. 

Sunday School Kickoff! 

Mark your calendar! First Presbyterian Church will host 
the 2017-2018 Sunday School Kickoff on 

Sunday, September 17, 2017!
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Life Groups—Starting this Fall! 

We are excited to start Life Groups this Fall.  The groups will be a great opportunity build relationships, and to walk 
with each other in our journeys with Christ.  Here are the details: 

What is a Life Group?   
Basically, it’s like a small group Bible study. 

Who can come?   
Everyone!  Singles, couples, young, old. 

What will it be like?   
We’ll spend some time in fellowship, some time in the Word, and end with prayer. 

What is the purpose of Life Groups?   
To grow in our relationships with each other and to grow in the Lord. 

When will Life Groups meet?   
 -One group will meet each week on Wednesday evenings from  

 6:00pm-7:00pm (the same time as the kids program and Middle School Youth Group).   
 -Another group will meet twice a month on Sunday evenings at Mark and Renee  

 Langvardt’s house (specific times/dates will follow). 
Who will lead the groups?   

Sam & Linda Gibbs and David & Angie Frigon will lead the  
 Wednesday group.  Mark & Renee Langvardt and Clinton & Stephanie VanMatre will  

 lead the Sunday night group. 

We are excited about the prospect of building community through these Life Groups.  Everyone is invited!  Come, and 
join us!
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